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What’s the problem? 
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Working together to find a solution 

 

To try and find out a constructive way forward and to resolve these 2 

problems we held a meeting on the 16-17th May 2019, with scientists, 

fishermen, and fisheries managers from England, Wales, France, Belgium, 

Ireland, Italy and the Netherlands.  

 
  

Aims of the meeting  

1. To build relationships and a common understanding of the issues. 

 

2. To review the stock and scientific evidence for skates and rays 

focusing on the Southern North Sea/ English Channel stocks 

 

3. To discuss and review 10 possible management options with the 

aim of identifying options that can be developed by the SUMARiS 

project 
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MANAGEMENT OPTION Flexible Area closures  
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MANAGEMENT OPTION Fixed Area closures 
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MANAGEMENT OPTION Deterrents  
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MANAGEMENT OPTION More selective gear  
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MANAGEMENT OPTION Change fishing practice 
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MANAGEMENT OPTION Introduce a size restriction 
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MANAGEMENT OPTION Change how quota is set 
 

 

 

 

  



12 
 

MANAGEMENT OPTION Introduce a fishing effort management 
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MANAGEMENT OPTION Prohibition on landing  
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MANAGEMENT OPTION Prohibition on landing  
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What is the solution?  

Ranking all the options 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Need to develop a multi-track approach and 

develop several management options that 

combine to give adequate protection to the 

stocks whilst optimising fishing opportunities.  

No ONE solution can solve the problems  

 

 

Next, we need to work with partners and 

stakeholders to develop the best options further 

and start developing a package of detailed 

proposals.  
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What are the next steps? 

 

 

 

Develop a 

standard 

minimum 

size 

restriction 

Change how 

quota is set 

Develop 

information 

to help 

fishers avoid 

hotspots 


